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HOUSE HAPPENINGS 
A Newsletter for the Staff and Volunteers of the Ronald McDonald House of Galveston 

 
The Ronald McDonald House of Galveston is 
truly The House that Love Built—and it is 
continuously maintained by the Love of our 
Staff, Volunteers and supporters.  The love 

that has poured into the House for the past couple of 
months has been truly astounding.  The many blessings 
given to our families and kids certainly brightened their 
holidays.  It is because of you, our staff, volunteers, 
supporters and board members, that we were named the 
2022 Charity of the Year by the Galveston Regional 
Chamber of Commerce.  We LOVE our volunteers and staff 
who give so much of themselves all year long.  Happy 
Valentine’s Day to you and yours!  May you, too, feel the 
love you share. 
 

Happy Birthday!  
February 4 – Cynthia Tarr 
February 13 – Dave Lewis 
February 15 – Martha Steetle 
February 18 – Christian Chavez 
February 21 – Janie Puentes 
February 26 – Sheila MacPherson 
February 28 – Kayle Rodriguez 

 

News Around the House 

 
 

   
The Oscar Mayer Wienermobile stopped by January 26th. 

We learned that while they do not give out hot dogs, they 
do give some really cool whistles and a lot of smiles.  They 
let us tour the Wienermobile and sang “I wish I were an 
Oscar Mayer wiener” to us in Spanish.  We appreciate 
them making a special stop to visit our families, and 
cracking up our staff who had to announce the 
Wienermobile in Spanish. 
 

Thanks to Judy Johnson with Rotary of Galveston and her 
friends Martha McGinnis, Christine Abel and Hanna 
Holiday for taking down and organizing the Christmas 
Decorations.  And thanks to Natalie Hodge and her 
daughter Nessa for the beautiful Valentine’s decorations.  
The decorations brighten the spirits of the familiesduring 
such difficult times in their lives.  

   
UTMB Nursing Student Lesley Melendez is putting 
together Welcome Mom Bags with newborn items. 
 

Our Staff Members are the very best.  The children and 
families always remark about how loving 
and special they are.  They keep things 
running, which has not been easy the 
last couple of years.  In appreciation, 
they were given a thank-you dinner just 
for them at Salsas Restaurant.   
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Susan and Cosmic Cookers have used their expertise to 
delight our families for over 20 years.  We’re so happy to 
be able to welcome them back inside of our kitchen.  Other 
guest chefs and meal providers in January included: The 
Moore Sisters, Dr. Pat and Dr. Bill, Maryellen LeDuc, 
Harvest Church, Broadway Church of Christ, Mike 
Robertson, Galveston Rotary Club, Galveston Home Depot, 
United We Stand, First Baptist Church, the Bricks, 
McDonald’s (Flores), Southwest Airlines, Galveston Lions 
Club, and Frances Moody and Tony Buzbee.  The Enriquez 
Family hosted bingo.  Our families are SO appreciative of 
these hot meals and fun times when they return from 
their appointments at the hospitals. 

We have Class 
Our schoolroom was dedicated on January 18 to honor the 
Alpha Delta Pi Alumni Association led by Jodie Trncak and 
her fabulous sorority sisters.  They organized and 
transformed our decimated classroom into a very special 
learning area.  In gratitude, the kids presented the 
sorority members with some of their artwork. 
 

The classroom is now the kids’ favorite room in the House.  
Our amazing teacher, Lidia Polio always has educational and 
fun projects for them.  If you’d like to help her out, she 
could use supplies, such as colored cardstock, acrylic 
painting kits (canvas, paint and brushes), color felt pens, 
metallic paint markers, 3-inch binders, ½ inch vinyl letters 
and numbers, learning money games and learning word 
games. 

Upcoming Events 
We are looking forward to resuming those activities 
curtailed by Covid.  In 2023 we are now planning a 
Mahjongg Fundraiser, another Family Fun Event, a Cereal 
and Suds Run, and Lights of Love.  Stay tuned for details! 

Have a Heart Cards 
We have beautiful cards available with the 
children’s artwork and information about the 
artist on the back.  These make great cards 
for Valentine’s Day, or just whenever.  You 
can purchase them for $20 a box by stopping 

by the House, or at Hendley Market, 2010 Strand.  All 
proceeds go to the House.  Thanks to Pat Lanier, who 
inspired the artwork and had the cards produced.  And 
thanks to our artists and Hendley Market.  
 

Welcome, New Board Members! 

 
Heather Peterek, Paula Friesner, Patricia Coskey, Kandy 
Arena, Sunday Roberts, Ann Blanchard, Laurel Sukel, Mary 
Orange, Terri Prescott, and Michelle Byrd (not pictured) 
are valued House volunteers and supporters.  Our newest 
board members attended an orientation on January 18 led 
by Past President Maryellen LeDuc and President Carolyn 
Nelson-Becker. 

What Can You Do? 
We always have a need for more 
volunteers.  Our volunteers have 
inventoried donations and the food 
pantry, shredded papers, manned the 
front desk, done personal shopping, 
decorated the House, baked, wrapped gifts, kept the 
volunteer bulletin board and performed various office 
projects, among other things.  The families are usually 
busy weekdays at the hospital, but have free time on 
weeknights and weekends.  We have a bingo game and some 
toys to use for prizes if you, your family or your 
organization would like to host a bingo party.  And 
everyone likes ice cream socials, pizza parties, art classes 
and game nights.  Our House is now open for visits of small 
groups of adults over 18.  Pre-Covid, cooking a meal at the 
House by volunteers was one of the best-loved activities.  
If you are interested in any of these, or have other ideas, 
please contact Janie at Janie@rmhg.org.  We also have an 
Amazon wish list for the household and food items needed 
at the House, and our weekly Wednesday Wish List is on 
our Facebook page.  This week, lemons, limes, tomatoes, 
onions, corn tortillas, chorizo, sour cream, 
butter and boiled water make the list. 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 


